YOLANDA ADAMS BREAKS NEW GROUND WITH “YOLANDA TODAY” TOUR WHICH STOPS AT DETROIT’S FOX THEATRE OCTOBER 8
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Tickets Are On Sale Now

(Detroit, August 19, 2005) – In a pioneering move, Grammy-award winning singer Yolanda Adams will feature special musical guests from various genres on her forthcoming “Yolanda Today” tour, including Eddie Levert who will make a special appearance when the tour stops at Detroit’s Fox Theatre at 8 p.m. Saturday, October 8. Adams latest five-week theater tour is in support of “Day By Day,” the singer’s first album in four years and will also feature unique musicians, Nuttin But Stringz.

Tickets ($35.50, $45.50, $50.50 & $77.50) may be purchased at the Fox Theatre and Joe Louis Arena box offices, Hockeytown Authentics in Troy and at all Ticketmaster locations, including Marshall Field’s. To purchase tickets by phone, call (248) 433-1515 or purchase online at OlympiaEntertainment.com or Ticketmaster.com. For additional information, call the Olympia Entertainment event hotline at (313) 471-6611 or visit OlympiaEntertainment.com.

Adams believes the inclusion of mainstream music guests on “Yolanda Today” continues a mission that she began long ago.  “We’ve been trying for years to bridge the gap between what people think are churched and non-churched people.  You’d be so surprised how many folks came from the church that are singing pop and R&B,” explains Adams.  “The people that we are having on our tour all came from the church.  Most people of faith don’t realize that these are also people of faith!”

The tour’s promoter Al Wash (ALW Entertainment) says incorporating mainstream artists on “Yolanda Today” enables Adams’ ministry to reach a broader audience.  “Why do we keep preaching to the choir?  Yolanda has played in every church and played to every gospel audience out there,” says Wash.  “One day I was in church and I saw a group of ten homeless people join.  That day, I said, there’s a wider range of people we need to touch and it takes someone like Yolanda Adams to go out and touch them.”

Adams will perform many of her classic tunes on “Yolanda Today,” but it’s the new music from “Day By Day” that the singer anticipates showcasing.  The album’s first single, “Be Blessed,” was the most played single for numerous weeks on gospel radio and the second single, “Someone Watching Over You,” was recently the most added record on urban adult contemporary radio.  

Also onboard for “Yolanda Today” is Soul Train and Stellar-award winning artist Israel & New Breed, whose “Live From Another Level” release was recently certificated gold by the Recording Industry Association of America (RIAA).  “He is one of the premiere writers and praise & worship leaders of the world.  Not just in America, he’s known for numerous hits that people are singing in churches all over the world,” Adams says of the group’s leader, Israel Houghton.

The tour will also introduce Nuttin But Stringz, two brothers, Damien and Tourie Escobar, who fuse classical and urban music with violins.  “When I saw these guys on ‘Tonight Show with Jay Leno’ and ‘Good Morning America,’ I said, they are the ones!  Knowing what Yolanda stands for, it was the perfect match and the vibe was there,” shares Wash.

While “Yolanda Today” is Adams seventh national tour with ALW Entertainment, Wash says this tour is innovative and full of excitement.  “They’re going to see Yolanda like you’ve never, ever seen Yolanda before,” he exclaims.  

Adams concurs.  “It’s hard to explain when you have this kind of awakening that I have right now.   It’s like, wow, life is cool and life is wonderful. Today I am spiritually, mentally and totally focused on what I have to do;  let me help somebody go through the madness that they have to get through, “Day By Day.” 

The new CD, “Day By Day,” is being released by Atlantic Records on Aug. 30 and features production by Jimmy Jam & Terry Lewis, Kirk Franklin, Shep Crawford, “Big” Jim Wright and Gordon Chambers & Barry Eastmond.  The disk also has guest appearances by Donnie McClurkin, Mary Mary and Franklin. 

For a detailed tour lineup on “Yolanda Today” visit www.YolandaAdams.org or www.alwe.com.

# # #

About Yolanda Adams

Yolanda Adams released her debut album “Just As I Am” in 1988.  She’s since released ten additional solo CDs including, “Through The Storm,” “Save The World,” “More Than a Melody” and “Songs From the Heart.”  Adams was nominated for a Grammy in 1996 for “Yolanda Live In Washington” and actually won a Grammy in 1999 for her multi-platinum Elektra Records debut, “Mountain High…Valley Low.”  She released “Christmas with Yolanda Adams” in 2000, followed by the gold-certified “Experience” in 2001.  The former school teacher has also appeared on CDs by Missy Elliott, Kirk Franklin, Kenny G, Iyanla Vanzant, Donnie McClurkin, Kirk Whalum, Karen Clark-Sheard, Steve Harvey and Everette Harp, among others.  

Most recently, Adams helped launch Comcast’s "Urban Beat" channel for digital subscribers by recording a live concert special at Chicago’s Harold Washington Cultural Center.  The singer will also appear in the upcoming Screen Gem’s film “The Gospel,” opposite Boris Kodjoe, Idris Elba and Nona Gaye.  
