AT DETROIT’S CITY THEATRE,

JUNE 7 – JULY 3

[image: image1.png]Tag B Dack DTy

ol sy s e




Tickets Go On Sale Sunday, May 1

(Detroit, April 29, 2005) – Direct from Las Vegas, the Rat Pack returns in The Tribute to Frank, Sammy, Joey & Dean at Detroit’s City Theatre (formerly The Second City), June 7 – July 3, 2005.  Tickets go on sale Sunday, May 1 at all Ticketmaster outlets. Tickets may also be purchased by calling 248-645-6666, at www.ticketmaster.com, or at the Fisher Theatre and City Theatre box offices starting Monday, May 2.

The Sandy Hackett/Dick Feeney tribute to Frank Sinatra, Sammy Davis Jr., Joey Bishop and Dean Martin features a stellar cast of some of the finest performers around the country now performing in Las Vegas, and has been hailed as the next best thing to seeing the Rat Pack themselves. This show is a fast-paced theatrical musical play based on a time and lifestyle of yesteryear. It is not an impersonator show. The characters in this show are portrayed by actors who have taken great care to study the people they are playing and recreate them as you might have seen them years ago when they worked together and ruled show business from a stage in the Copa Room of the now almost long forgotten Sands Hotel in Las Vegas.  It's as if you turned back the clock almost half a century to see some of the greatest performers who ever lived take the stage together to laugh, dance, and sing their way into your hearts.

“They were style with substance, swing with swagger, a non-stop party that everyone wanted access to”, says Player magazine of The Tribute to Frank, Sammy, Joey & Dean.  The Los Angeles Times claims, “Some would swear they’ve stepped into a time machine”, and What’s On promises that it is, “Truly a show you’ll remember.” 

Starring as the famous 1960s swooners and crooners are Doug Starks as Sammy Davis Jr., Andy DiMino as Dean Martin, and the show’s writer and co-producer, Sandy Hackett, as Joey Bishop.  Casting for the role of Frank Sinatra will be announced shortly.  And, naturally, a true Rat Pack performance would not be complete without an appearance by Marilyn Monroe, played by Stacey Nicole in The Tribute to Frank, Sammy, Joey & Dean.  Finally, the voice of the late Buddy Hackett is featured as The Voice of God.

Doug Starks’ remarkably haunting impersonation of the original Mr. Entertainment, the late great Sammy Davis Jr., astounds audiences in The Tribute to Frank, Sammy, Joey & Dean.  After seeing Sammy Davis Jr. perform live, Starks knew that one day he, too, would be entertaining audiences. So he immersed himself in a variety of classes including tap dancing, gun twirling and acting.  Starks' talents quickly made him a sought-after artist, and he soon found himself headlining top comedy clubs all over the country and performing everywhere from Radio City Music Hall in New York to the main stage of the MGM Grand in Las Vegas. He has performed as the opening act for many of the industry's top entertainers, including Julio Iglesias, Natalie Cole, Whitney Houston and the late Ray Charles.

Andy DiMino has been entertaining audiences for practically his entire life. His high school rock bands opened Hollywood club shows for groups like The Doors and Iron Butterfly. Eventually wanting to expand his career, DiMino set out for Las Vegas where he grew as an actor and improv talent.  He appeared in TV commercials, a "Tonight Show" comedy sketch with Jay Leno, and a Kenny Rogers TV movie. DiMino demonstrated his diversity as an entertainer, performing a range of characters from a medieval minstrel at the Excalibur Hotel & Casino, to Caesar himself at Caesar's Palace. DiMino has always been enamored with the crooning style of the charismatic Dean Martin, having grown up watching his shows, and collecting CDs, videos and books on the beloved entertainer. DiMino has since been performing as Martin in numerous shows, earning the acclaim of critics and fans alike. 

Son of the late comedian Buddy Hackett, Sandy Hackett is hilarious in his warm portrayal of family friend, Joey Bishop. Hackett attended the University of Nevada at Las Vegas where he earned a degree in Hotel Management, then promptly launched himself into the world of stand-up comedy.  Although known primarily as a comedian, Hackett has worked as a dramatic actor in several films, and also played District Attorney Martin Siegel in the acclaimed PBS series, "On Common Ground." He has entertained audiences in just about every venue imaginable, from main showrooms in Las Vegas and Atlantic City, to those in Canada, Mexico and even New Zealand. Sandy Hackett's Comedy Club is now at home in the Celebrity Theater at the Greek Isles Hotel & Casino in Las Vegas. Hackett’s role as writer, producer and star of The Tribute to Frank, Sammy, Joey & Dean has led to his most current success.  In the words of Joey Bishop, “Son of a Gun!”

From the tender age of five, Stacey Nicole proved to be a natural-born dancer and was professionally trained in ballet, tap and jazz.  She studied with the youth company at the Nevada Dance Theater, majored in ballet at the University of Utah, and then returned to Las Vegas to join the professional company with the Nevada Dance Theater. Stacy toured internationally with Legends in Concert and in the musical extravaganza Beyond Belief in Sun City, South Africa.  Stacey is also an experienced model, actor and choreographer.  Stacey's most recent niche in the entertainment industry is her artful and provocative impression of the legendary and lovely Marilyn Monroe, for which she has received much critical acclaim. Director of The Tribute to Frank, Sammy, Joey & Dean, Billy Karl, calls her, "The best Marilyn I have ever seen - period!"

Buddy Hackett's life reads like a road map for comedy. Born in Brooklyn in 1924, Leonard Hacker was the son of an upholsterer and part-time inventor who wanted his son to follow in his footsteps. But Buddy (as he quickly became known) was born to be funny.  His first job as a comedian was at the Pink Elephant, a tiny club in Brooklyn.   In 1954 he appeared in "Lunatics and Lovers" on Broadway, for which he won the coveted Donaldson Award for Best Newcomer-at age 21. The role led to appearances on "The Tonight Show" with Steve Allen, as well as on "The Jackie Gleason Show." Buddy's career was so set that he even turned down Frank Sinatra's offer to be his opening act. Despite the refusal, Buddy became a lifelong friend of Sinatra and the rest of the Rat Pack, appearing with them in several Vegas performances and steadily worked with them all throughout their careers. 

For more information about The Tribute to Frank, Sammy, Joey & Dean please visit www.theratpackontour.com.

Performance times for The Tribute to Frank, Sammy, Joey & Dean appearing June 7 – July 3, 2005 at the City Theatre, formerly The Second City and located at 2301 Woodward Avenue, in Detroit, are as follows:

-
Tuesday – Saturday evening performances at 8:00 p.m. 

-
Sunday evening performances at 7:30 p.m.

-
Saturday & Sunday matinees 2:00 p.m. 

-
No performances on Mondays.

Ticket prices for the Detroit engagement of The Tribute to Frank, Sammy, Joey & Dean are $35.50 and $39.50.  Additionally, a special Preview Night will be held Tuesday, June 7 at 8:00 p.m. with tickets priced at $29.50. Tickets will go on sale Sunday, May 1 at all Ticketmaster outlets. Tickets may also be purchased by calling 248-645-6666, at www.ticketmaster.com, or at the Fisher Theatre and City Theatre box offices starting Monday, May 2.  For group sales (20 or more) please call 313-871-1132.  For additional information, call 313-872-1000.
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